rejournal.com

Northeast’s #1 website for commercial real estate

New England Real Estate Journal ~ Massachusetts~ October 13-19, 2006

New England Real Estate Journal Article — October 2006

Downtown Redevelopment Initiative Moving Forward

Mayor William Phelan and his administration have continued to make unprecedented strides in the redevelopment and
revitalization of Quincy Center.

In September the Mayor released a fiQuincy Downtown Vision, Framework, and Strategyo (the Framework), which
paints a picture of what the City of Quincy can become. The following is an excerpt from the Frameworkés introduc-
tion:

The Framework moves the planning process to the next phase with an emphasis on implementing the Visionds central
theme: ensuring that Quincy Center becomes the vital center of a 21%-century community and a truly downtown desti-
nation. To meet the goal over a ten-year period, the Framework calls for the invigoration of Hancock Street and the
surrounding area by the addition of 150,000 1 300,000 gross square feet (GSF) of new pedestrian-orientated retail,
supported in part by more than 1,000 new housing units with a mix of households at various income levels, more than
1,000,000 GSF of new office space and new parks and civic squares that provide proud gathering places for all resi-
dents. Hancock will be afiMain Streeto that works. Like the entire downtown, it will be supported by first-class park-
ing facilities, new urban public spaces, enhanced vehicular access, public transit, enhanced cultural resources and sup-
portive infrastructure that are critical to creating a world-class, mixed use commercial center. This exciting initiative
will restore the energy and vitality that have been core elements of the city&s character for it earliest days.

AThis document is the result of an ongoing public process. One of the very first priorities of my administration was to
channel the enormous existing public appetite for downtown change into series of achievable goals, commented
Mayor Phelan. fiFrom a streamlined permitting process to a comprehensive, forward-thinking zoning scheme, Quincy
is ready to encourage and accommodate significant private investment in our downtowno.

Several additional initiatives are currently underway in support of the exciting future envisioned for the downtown.
One such project is the Adams Green, which is designed to remove the six-lane roadway between the United First Par-
ish Church and City Hall by installing a Town Common that will mark the center of the community in a simple yet
prominent way. In September the City submitted a grant application to the Executive Office of Commonwealth De-
velopment for $50,000 to advance the conceptual design to the 25% design phase, which will make the actual con-
struction phase of the project eligible for future funding assistance.

Adams Green will enhance existing civic spaces such as the Hancock Cemetery, City Hall Park and the Church
grounds, and enable the Church of the Presidents to be reunited with downtown, gaining a setting worthy of a National
Historic Landmark. Community stakeholders have made it clear that a key element of downtown revitalization in-
cludes the creation and enhancement of public, civic, and historic spaces. The Adams Green is a great opportunity for
the City to create a next generation civic space in downtown Quincy.

Critical to the transformation of Quincy Center into a 21% Century urban environment and one of the primary down-
town revitalization initiatives is the construction of the Quincy Center Concourse, a new east-west road connection
through the heart of downtown that will provide a link between Routes 3 and 3A. City officials envision the road as a
new fUrban Boulevardo with wide sidewalks and alandscaped median. In  addition the road will provide an alter-



nate route for the many cars and trucks that currently create traffic congestion in the center of downtown, as well as
enhance the development opportunities for the Hancock Parking lot.

The design and construction of Phase Il of the Quincy Center Concourse (Hancock Street crossing) is moving forward
as aresult of leadership on the local, state and federal level. Quincyés State House Delegation has included a $5 mil-
lion direct appropriation for the project in the SenateGs version of the Economic Stimulus Bill. Coupling these funds
with the City administrationds recent approval of a $10 million bond has put this long-planned roadway on a fast track.
The City filed 25% design documents to Mass Highway in September for review and comment.

The Cityés relocation consultant, Peter Sleeper Associates, is currently working with city officials, property owners
and impacted businesses in the establishment of relocation and compensation agreements to clear the way for the new
road right-of-way. The City has finished all appraisal work on the impacted properties and has commenced land tak-
ing agreements.

Phase | of the project (McGrath Highway from Southern Artery to Washington Street) is scheduled to go out to bid
this Fall, with construction to begin in the Spring 2007. Funding for this portion of the Concourse was provided by a
$2 million Public Works Economic Development Grant by the Commonwealth.

fiThe pieces are in place, the public isfirm in its demand for positive change, and the political will exists at both state
and local levels. We are on the threshold of the most significant and positive redevelopment of our city in many gen-
erations,0 Mayor Phelan.



